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Area of Research (ex: energy, 
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sciences, law, Islamic studies…etc.) 
  

Social Sciences 

 

Project Summary (limit to 200 words) 
This three-year project will be undertaken by Hamad bin Khalifa University (HBKU), in 
collaboration with its College of Islamic Studies (CIS), College of Law and Public Policy (CLPP) 
and its College of Science and Engineering (CES - Sustainability Graduate Program), and in 
partnership with Doha Institute for Graduate Studies and the Carleton University. External 
partners will include the World Innovation Summit for Education (WISE) the Qatar Development 
Bank (QDB), Qatar Business Incubation Center (QBIC), INJAZ Qatar, Qatar Chamber, Qatar 
Finance and Business Academy (QFBA) and Silatech. The project develops and deliver a local 
entrepreneurship platform, based on local needs, strengths and traditions, to train and grow 
start-up entrepreneurs in Qatar. It will directly facilitate the expansion of a culture of 
entrepreneurship, in line with the Social Sciences, Arts and Humanities pillar of the Qatar 
National Vision (QNV) 2030. The project will harness the financial and in-kind resources of its 
partners, all locally based and steeped in local conditions, to build supportive environments and 
capacity building tools to nurture and challenge entrepreneurship. However, entrepreneurship 
needs a compass of morals to be more than just profit-making, and to play a transformational 
role not only a transactional one. The research will highlight this dimension and integrate it into 
all its deliverables. It is crucial to balance modernization and tradition in fast-moving economies, 
such as Qatar. Searching for the moral basis of entrepreneurship in this regard could help 
identify new articulations between globalization and localization; social cohesion and 
capitalism; culture and markets; and finally between modernization and tradition. This project 
will help entrepreneurs understand that their initiatives must balance globalization and 
localization, social cohesion and capitalism, culture and markets. This balance is crucial to 
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Qatar’s transition to a diversified knowledge-based economy, encouraging global 
competitiveness while preserving traditional values and strengths. 

 
 

Project Objectives (limit to 200 words) [bullet points] 
 

1. Gap analysis and mapping of Qatar’s innovation and entrepreneurship 
ecosystem:  All past and current activities, efforts, support, agencies and companies 
involved in different levels and platforms of innovation and entrepreneurship policy, 
education and training will be analyzed and mapped in terms of their roles, limitations, 
scopes and interrelations. This stage will lead to diagnosis and recommendations in the 
later stages of the project. 

 
2. Tailored entrepreneurship curricula and training materials:  Local training curricula 

and materials for adult entrepreneurship, as well as improved materials for secondary 
school and university level students, will be developed. They will be based on case 
studies for the Qatari context using comparative analysis and synthesis of local and 
international examples, grounded on contemporary theories, and integrating ethics and 
moralities combining conventional and value-based entrepreneurship models.  
 

3. Broader Policy Implications: Policy recommendations directed towards the 
achievement of the goals set in QNV 2030 seeking “non-hydrocarbon economic 
diversification, the promotion of sustainable business environment, and the 
improvement of global competitiveness” will be presented in this project.  

 
 

 

 

Up-to-date achievements/if any  (limit to 200 words) [bullet points] 

 

 More than 10 academic and policy related publications 

 Received Qatar Sustainability Award based on an event organized related to the 
research grant 

 Reached out more than 4000 community members about the project 

 Presented in various conferences and public talks (More than 10) 
 
 

 

Photos, schematics, graphs….etc.  
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