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Project Summary (limit to 200 words) 
The Gulf region showed a keen interest to join this genomic revolution. In 2013, HH 

Sheikha Moza bint Nasser launched the Qatar Genome Project (QGP). What is absent in the 
Gulf region is a credible knowledge-base that would pair the scientific research with cutting-
edge research in Islamic ethics. Indigenizing Genomics in the Gulf Region (IGGR) is research 
project that aspires to become a leading initiative dedicated to the ethical implications and 
opportunities in Islamic discourses. 

The IGGR will accomplish its aims by developing a multi-dimensional Islamic bioethical 
research. It will be rooted in the Islamic religio-ethical tradition and will pave the way for dynamic 
conversation with other global ethical traditions. The IGGR will seek to find synergies with the 
Qatar Genome Project and similar initiatives in the region in order to optimize the research 
outcomes and will also examine the impact of its results on drafting Qatari laws on genomics 
besides its relevance for developing informed and ethical policies in this field in Qatar, the Gulf 
region and beyond. The IGGR will serve as a model for dialogue between science and Islam 
by creating a set of methods, questions and conceptual vocabulary to facilitate bringing together 
these sources of knowledge. 
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Project Objectives (limit to 200 words) [bullet points] 
 

1. Address the lacunae in the current discourse on genomics in the Gulf countries 
by exploring the relevant Islamic religio-ethical dimensions.  

2. Identify and analyze the main contours of the Islamic "moral universe" of 
genomics. 

3. Produce academic literature and peer-reviewed publications that will enrich the 
Islamic ethical discourse on genomics. 

4. Collaborate with Qatar-based stakeholder in the field of genetics and genomics, 
including Qatar Genome  Program and Ministry of Public Health, to provide 
evidence-based recommendations and guidelines. 

 

 

 

Up-to-date achievements/if any  (limit to 200 words) [bullet points] 

 

 Organized various academic and outreach activities, including an International 
Seminar, and various public lectures. 

 Provided evidence- and research-based guidelines for Qatari institutions working in 
the field of genetics and genomics. 

 Produced various academic and peer-reviewed publications, including: 

 One Edited Volume  

 12 Book-Chapters  

 Two Thematic Issues  

 18 Articles 
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